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NTRODUCTION 

It has been my special preoccupation to find out some special 
ieatures of activity, experience and philosophy peculiar with the African 
rhich explain, in a significant way, some of the mysteries surrounding 
;he paranormal. In this pursuit, I am currently engaged on research in 
!hana into sources of psychic power; and I have been studying the activities 
if various well-known cults as well as a number of individuals privately 
sngaged in occult practices. From my researches, I have found that there 
lS a close link between the paranormal and cosmology, as conceived by the 
xaditional African. Cosmology explains the flow and balance of the 
nibble energies in the universe which bring about and affect all life 
irocesses. But beliefs concerning cosmology are prescribed by culture 
rnd traditions; and although it is difficult to identify the various 
ieqples of Africa with one type of cultural persuasion there is nevertheless 
. sense in which some features of a people's philosophy and behaviour could 
le regarded as being typically African. In this paper, therefore, I am 
laking some generalizations from my Ghanaian experience, based on the 
.Van persuasion (The Akans constitute the dominant ethnic group in Ghana; 
nd, broadly speaking, Ghanaian cultural style is set by them.) 

The central theme of this Conference is: "Psychotronics - our 

nner cosmos". We are focusing attention on Man's inner space, with a 
lew to proclaiming the ideal of micro- and macro- cosmic unity . 

‘Paper prepared for the Fourth International Conference on Psychotronic 
Research, Sao Paulo, Brazil, June 30 - July 7 , 1979 . 
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comes from the inner world of the individual. In the African's 


wsrld (e.g. hy assembling things appropriately on the altar), he strives themselves; the other is that they are to look for new hypotheses 
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perhaps in ancient literature (mostly from the East) . 
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all things are related by the intermingling of the "fields" (i .e ."sunsum") 
surrounding them, and that there are ' correspondences ' between all 
natural objects. It would seem here that, sometimes, "right conditions 
prevailing" might be a better explanation of events, rather than "cause 
and effect". The right conditions may be, and probably are, "mental" 
conditions. The idea here that patterns of events naturally occur is 
inplicit in Smuts' philosophy of "holism", and related to Jung's 
"synchronicity". It would seem from this that we may have to develop 
sometimes different ways of looking at things from those we have been 
taught in conventional science, if we are to advance in psychotronic 
research . 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

African co s mo logy sees the universe as a totality, in 
which material and spiritual worlds merge as one. It sees all natural 
things as having animating "spirits" of their own, with "fields" 
of these intermingling one with another; and this seems to imply that 
the inner world of the unconscious accounts for much that manifests 
in the outer world of nature, sometimes through belief in the expected 
results. It is also suggested that the interrelationships of "fields 

in the universe may account for those occurrences which seem "uncaused" . 


of their belief and perceiving the valuable elements and insights 
contained in them. 
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In the territory of the paranormal, interesting excursions 
sure made into "inner space". In a sense, although traditional believers 
of the supernatural, often referred to as "primitives", generally "know" 
less than rational and scientific man, their freer responses nevertheless 


give them a contact with inner reality, even a mastery of it, that might 
well be every bit as valuable as that external knowledge. It may be well 
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